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1Thessalonians 3:5-13 – The Thessalonian Good News 

 

1. Clinging to Life 

 

It was the news that no parent wanted to hear. 

It was the news that no parent wanted to discover. 

 The child had walked out the front door, and walked out the front gate, and kept walking. 

 

The year was 1978. 

The child was one of my brothers, who was about four years old. 

The world was an exciting place, and it was all beyond the front gate. 

 

Well, my parents went into that panic. 

Phone calls to family, friends, the Police, and Emergency  

 

Our home was turned into a base of operations, and all this before mobile phones. 

 

About 3 hours later my brother was found by a policeman, a couple of kilometres from home. 

My brother thought the ride home in the Police car was just brilliant, 

 And he had no idea what the fuss was about. 

 

For my parents – tears of relief, mixed with tears of joy. 

They had imagined the worst but they were overcome when they saw my brother brought back. 

 

My parents were clinging onto the hope that nothing had happened to my brother’s life, 

 And thank God, nothing had happened. 

 

The separation of life, that rupturing of the close proximity of family members 

 Gives us a window into Paul’s relationship with the church in Thessalonica. 

 

For just as Paul had described his relationship with them, as a Father to children, 

Just as Paul had modelled his life to them, when he lived with them, 

 For Paul to be separated from them, to be unable to reunited with them, 

 It was a rupturing of relationship which was agonizing and traumatizing for Paul. 

 

And whilst the horror of a child being separated from a parent is terrible in and of itself. 

For the parent to be taken away from the child has a whole other dimension of trauma. 
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2. Hearing the Good News (vv. 5-6) 

 

Paul is beside himself, separated by the distance from Athens to Thessalonica. 

As the crow flies, that’s about 300 kilometres, but Paul couldn’t jump on a plane… 

It was a very long journey. So, Paul takes action.  << vv. 5-6  >> 

 

Last week, in Chapter 2, Paul states that their visit was not in vain, “not for nothing” v. 1. 

And it was ‘not for nothing’ because the Thessalonians received God’s word as God’s word. 

It was ‘not for nothing’ because they received the message, as 2:13 says – as what it really is, 

 “God’s word, which is also at work in you believers.” 

 

And so, we jump forward in time, Paul now located in Athens,  

the Thessalonians fending for themselves. 

Paul’s concern is a similar issue – 3:5 – “our labour had been in vain”. 

Now, Paul is not some self-centred, self-glorifying narcissist. 

The emphasis is not on the fact that Paul is the one who has laboured. 

Rather, the emphasis is that the end product of the work,  

the result of Paul’s labour has eternal consequences. 

Paul is not concerned about the efficiency of his ministry, 

Paul is not concerned about the conversion ratio, nor the gospel-coefficient for Thessalonica. 

No. Paul is concerned for the salvation of souls, for the members of the kingdom of heaven. 

Paul’s primary concern is that the Thessalonian church is not the overnight wonder story,  

but gone the next 

 

So you can imagine the good news when Timothy comes back to Paul. 

The victory lap Paul must have taken when he heard of the faith and love of the Thessalonians. 

 

In fact, the Thessalonians remember Paul kindly. 

 Not that the think Paul is some type of cuddly bear that they could give a hug. 

 Rather, that in spite of the persecution they endured, in spite of the social rejection, 

  In spite of all the hardships, 

 They did not look back with bitterness, with anger, with malice upon Paul’s time with them. 

  No, they looked back fondly to the time Paul had with them. 

 

Therefore, just as Paul longs to see the Thessalonians, so too, the Thessalonians long to see Paul. 

Just as Paul desperately desires to be with them, so too, they desperately desire to be with him. 
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3. Encouraged through your faith (vv. 7-8) 

 

So, on the basis of the report Paul receives, he writes afresh to the Thessalonians << vv. 7-8>> 

 

Encouragement is a word that often loses its meaning because of its frequent use. 

Can I “encourage” you to move to the front – generally falls on deaf ears. 

Can I “encourage” you to be active in serving God – might have a little bit of traction. 

But if you could imagine outright hostility because you follow Jesus, 

And if you could imagine you’re afraid for the lives of those people that you’ve just seen turn to 

God. 

And if you just heard that good news, that this infant church has survived persecution. 

 

Then wouldn’t you really live?  

Wouldn’t it put a spring in your step, even though it is manacled? 

 

And to get the gist of the second part of v. 8 – “if you continue to stand firm” 

It could be taken to imply that the Thessalonians, aren’t standing firm, or that they are yet to go 

completely off the rails. 

 

But if you put the conditional sentence around the other way, it helps to understand. 

That is, Paul is saying “If you continue to stand firm in the Lord, THEN we really live” 

“If you continue to stand firm, as we just found out, boy, wow, we really have spring in our step.” 

 

So, Paul is encouraged through the faith of the Thessalonians. 
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4. Can we thank God enough? (vv. 9-10) 

 

As a consequence of the news, and Paul’s act of ‘now really living’,  

Paul does a very Paul like thing next. Paul thanks God. << vv. 9-10 >> 

 

Paul makes a rhetorical point. 

Literally it reads – “What kind of thanksgiving are we able to repay to God?” 

 The answer is nothing. 

 There is really no kind of thanksgiving that could be a repayment for the joy Paul has. 

 

And the type of joy that Paul has, 

 Well it is deeply personal, on two fronts. 

 It is deeply personal because of his relationship with the Thessalonians, 

And it is deeply personal because Paul comes before ‘the presence of God’ to give him thanks 

 

So Paul, here, stand in abundant, overflowing, rapturous joy because of the Thessalonians. 

 

Despite everything going on, Paul rejoices, and gives thanks to God!  
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5. Paul’s Wish-list Prayer (vv. 11-13) 

 

Paul finishes his break-out into prayer with a kind of doxology, a kind of wish-list prayer. 

<<vv. 11-13>> 

 

The uncertainty in the prayer  

– the repetition of “may our God”, “may the Lord”, “may he so strengthen” 

 

Does not call into question God’s ability to do it. 

Does not call into question if God has the strength, desire or inclination to do it. 

 

Rather, the uncertainty comes from the tenuous situation of Paul. 

Paul is unable to return to them, being stopped by the Satan (2:18). 

And therefore Paul asks God that he might “direct” Paul’s way to the Thessalonians (3:11). 

 

But he does not know if that will happen, or if that won’t happen. 

It’s not a simple as going to a travel agent and arranging an itinerary. 

Paul does not have the freedom to go wherever he please, whenever he pleases. 

 

There are so many factors totally out of his control, that he asks that God “may direct his path”. 

 

And therefore, the uncertainty leads Paul to ask “may” God do this for him. 

 

Therefore, whatever happens to Paul, 

 He then asks that God w.r.t the Thessalonians. 

 3 requests –  

increased love, 

strengthened hearts for holiness,  

and blameless before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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6. All Saints @ St Mark’s & Physical Presence 

 

To finish, today is All Saints day. 

A day when we remember and thank God for all those who have gone before us in the faith. 

Particularly, that everyone who has confessed Jesus Christ as Lord, 

 And who currently confesses Jesus Christ as Lord, stands as a ‘saint’ 

- For saint simply derives from the term – set apart one, or holy one. 

 

Therefore, today, I speak to the saints of St Marks. 

 For as we declare Jesus Christ as Lord, we stand as God’s people, gathered together. 

 

And as Paul models for us the depth of relationship between he and the church in Thessalonica, 

So too that same depth of relationship binds us in the unity of Christ. 

 

So, because of the depth of relationship we have, 

 What should be noticeable when members of our church are absent. 

 What should be noticeable is that we all miss out, whenever anyone isn’t with us. 

 

And so, we should think, oh, so and so isn’t here, are they ok? I’ll give them a call, I’ll pray for them. 

Even more, one of the urgent needs we have, that arose out of our Engagement Sunday, 

 Is the need for a transport team, and a transport co-ordinator. 

 For there are members of St Mark’s who simply can’t get here under their own steam. 

 

And can I say, well done to those faithful servants here,  

 Who go and pick up someone else, without every making a fuss of it. 

 

And we should long for all of our community to gather with us, 

 Under the Lordship of Jesus, 

 Gather with us, in the depth of relationship that flows out from our Saviour. 

 

As Paul longed to be reunited with the Thessalonians, to build them up, 

So too, should we long to be with each other, as we seek to build each other up in Christ. 

 

Ultimately, Paul’s deep desire for the church in Thessalonica, 

 Flows out of God’s love for us, 

 For while the world stood opposed to God, 

 He sent his Son to die, to bring us back to God. 

 

So Let’s pray and ask that God’s love would flow out from us to each other, to our local community, 

 As we hold out that same word of life and hope, that Paul held out in Thessalonica. 

Let’s pray. 


